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Eighth Grade Science- 

Course Overview

Mr. McCoy

Purpose:  This year-long course is designed to provide students with a working knowledge of the science topics listed below.  In addition, essential skill building for forthcoming high school science classes will be stressed.

Major areas to be explored:

· scientific inquiry and science and technology

· motion and forces

· wave energy 
· astronomy & space
· plate tectonics 
· earth’s changing surface 

· genetics & changes over time
Assessment: I believe in a varied approach to grading, meaning that you will have the opportunity to gain points in many different ways.  Although testing will remain a major part of your overall grade, you’ll have the opportunity to gain points on inquiry activities, laboratory activities, in class assignments and activities, internet/computer activities, quizzes, homework, and notebook checks (more on notebooks later).  In addition, most graded assignments will include a bonus question on which you can earn additional points.  (Bonus questions are designed to make you think about the subject in more detail.)

If you feel you do poorly on tests, take advantage of the points offered on all the other activities (including the bonuses)!  Stay organized, pay attention in class, and ask questions when you’re unsure of something.  I’m here to help you whenever I can.  Late assignments will result in a loss of points, 50% off once you miss the due date (or zero points for assignments never received).

In addition, using the table of contents, you should keep track of your own grade throughout each 9-week period.  In this way, there should be no surprises when grades are received each quarter.  You can also check your grade whenever you want online with Power School.
Notebook: Each student will be required to keep their own 3-ring notebook or notebook section for science.  As most of you are used to from previous classes, the notebook will help you stay organized, complete assignments, and have all the necessary materials to do well on tests (especially important since we don’t have take-home textbooks).  I will provide a table of contents for you, update it continuously all year, and ask you to number pages so we all have the same materials.  Notebooks will be checked randomly throughout the year for content and completeness, and points will be awarded for consistent organization.

Absences: If you are absent from class, it is your responsibility to talk with me to determine what was missed, and the best way to make it up.  Extra copies of papers passed out on previous days will be available from Mr. McCoy when requested.  Keeping an organized notebook should make this task easier. 

Laboratory Hazards: Occasionally we will use caustic chemicals in the lab that can cause serious burns if they come in contact with the skin or eyes.  We may also use alcohol burners with open flames.  Failure to follow outlined safety procedures will result in immediate removal from the lab and a zero for that activity, along with parental notification.

Classroom Expectations: For specifics, refer to the classroom expectation handout that will become one of the first pages in your science notebook.  In general I expect students to come to class prepared, on time and ready to learn.  

Miscellaneous Supplies: I’ll provide most items but it’s a good idea to bring a calculator along with your science notebook and a pencil every day.  Always be prepared!

I’m looking forward to a great school year.  Remember that I’m here to help you.  We will foster an attitude within the classroom that encourages class participation and a free flow of ideas and questions.  Please feel free to contact me whenever you have a question or concern.
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